BUSINESS OF DESIGN GATHERI

DESIGNER

EXPERIENC

Late summer, Greensboro, NC: A group of d The lobby is abuzz.
home furnishings retailers, and a few indust DAY /I
atives gather for the inaugural Designer Exp

The idea — to experience a custom blend of THE PROXIMITY HOTEL
Carolina design and hospitality without the 1 IS OUR. BASE

Dennis banters
with sidekick of
30 years and

the Proximity’s
in-house artist,

Swiveling r
with Stephen. Chip Holton.

Chairs: Hooker

Furniture.
Wearing Birks, khakis, and an impich smile, Dennis Quaintance,
CEO and Chief Dogign Officer of Quaintance-Weaver Rectavrants
¢ Hotels, falks about the making_ of the Froximity, the countryt
Libbq Langdon, in festive !f:izf/ji’p : la'hnw? hotel. Hig Plf’oéonhi?on Uglv] I?n'f slvéhfnablc,l 14
o , o , phrases like collaborative olchgn, oroa‘hng with intention,
vermillion, entertaing and nspires with and avoiding. being_ inavthentic. Dennis i€ a unigue hotelier.
humoroug b)&‘f heartfelt anecdoteg & " ¢
abovt her Porgonal J'ournoq to fear— _ _
lessness. She. ghares Hips on planving, Da@nire the way Dennis ( )
media velationships, video marketin Quaintance approaches every-
and brand §+orq+cl!in5 thing he does with a business
mind, but is also always mind-
ful of design. What he said —
don’t be too quick to discount
an idea, but rather, let it per-
colate and discuss it amongst
DE%I@NEK your team to see if it can lead
TAKEOVERIII to another, potentially success-
ful idea — truly resonated.
— Stephen Shutts

J

A real good headshot can
make a designer’s day!

Libby’s mom, MaryAnn A big_ 'H’]a”k, l']OV 1L0

Luedtke, lives in High

Point and is on hand to WOV’OIQ Awa”’ foy‘ a +0+a”")

take pics, like this one.
fun roaming. dinner.
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Laura Michaels,
former fashion
designer, asks
about placing
patterns on dir-
ectional fabrics.

Mogt olodgncré had heard of Thayer (/oggin but few had
ever ventured to the H’igb Foint chowroom and fad‘oq We
thered for a four and a mid—century dcéign talk, both
led by Fhil Miller, VF Sales and I\/\arkcﬁng

Design Royalty:
Melissa Galt, great
granddaughter

of Frank Lloyd
Wright (seated)
and Royale Wig-
gin, daughter of
Thayer Coggin.

Seeing how there are so many
little but important details that
must come together to achieve

one qua“ty benchmade piece is Juan Hernandez, master carpenter, demonstrates how

very educational. Someone said Phillips deluxes live edge furniture by adding butterfly
they now have a better under- foints to prevent cracking

standing of long lead times, and The Fhillips Collection family is not just about
that they feel empowered to ex- reimagining_felled trees a¢ live-edge tables, they
plain the process to their clients. Jason Phillips among consoles. ave about bokfcring_‘fhc communities from where

the wood comes. Thov] p3Y farmers to vemove the
behemoth trees. Thcb] built a ¢tudent Ffabyg{ovnol in
Thailand. It purposeful stuff like that, you §9+
fo discover at a small event like this. And then,
there’s avthentic barbecve tool

— Stephen Shutts

The visual stimulation
was off the charts with
beautiful fabrics, ma-
terials, color, presenta-
tion everywhere we
went. Each event lead
to the next in a very

Next stop, Atistical Home where Fregident Rob-
ert Yount ¢tvolls vg ‘quovgh centuries of fashion
and furniture, oonnoc/ﬁng the dot¢ in the context
of monarchs and major g'h/’fc movements. From
the vi io”b] ornate Eizabethan eva fo more fem-

inized shapes in France fo the history of using. coherent way with tal-
chL\ligH'c organio material in furniture oloéign, ented, Lfnovvledgeable
Robert wag informative and Wi’H’l?. professionals. | loved

every minute of it!
— Nancie Wood
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An Enohanﬁng_ F/\/cning_
at Revolvtion Millg

Neil MacKen-
zie, Director of
Marketing at
Universal, wel-
comes design-
ers. Universal
and Crypton
were evening
CO-SpOoNsors

Instagram stories were blowing up

Striking a pose in the Universal/Crypton vignette D ﬁ Y
One of the lectures ’>

highlighted a how-to on Namaste,

increasing your social [rim Gueen <,~1L3y'f‘§ V\/i'H’] I/IO CVIOK

. /
media presence. | strug- !
gle with social media WI'H’\ oa’f’é. ,Vl C'ILWCCVl
postings and found this 5 ' '
to be invaluable. 'H’1@VC§ QO(/IQI MCOI'Q.’

— Jodlie O’Connor

PBM'’s digital marketing
and social media execs led
an interactive seminar.

Jackie Von Tobel's Designing with Light pro-
Groat encounters, C”“g“"”;”g- vided a valuable reminder of the intricacies of
education, 3{"”‘ farm—fo-table lighting in design. She also delivered memor-
590"‘"(’“' A b'é* bray & ‘?VJF fo able do’s and don’ts to help us avoid common
Cunres & Co. for Sponcoring. mistakes and install lighting that enhances our
work and provides optimal function for every

room’s purpose
— Melissa Galt
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